
Module 2: Chapter 2 Reading Questions (M2A1)
[bookmark: _GoBack]You should always read the chapter first. Please do each of the following items. Write your answers under each heading here and submit this whole document. Please number your answers and separate them with spaces.
A. Answer the 13 Review Questions for Chapter 2. You can give very brief answers.
1. Objectivism does not entail intolerance. Objectivism explains that some moral principles are applicable to everyone but they are not meant to be applied in exactly the same way by all people. 
1. Objectivism does not require absolutism. Absolutism entails rigid rules which everyone ought to follow but objectivism includes principles that are generally applicable for anyone but not a must to follow them. 
1. Subjective relativism explains that an action is right if someone approves it and wrong if another one disapproves it. Cultural relativism explains that an action is right or wrong based on whether one's culture approves or disapproves of it.  
1. Emotivism explains that moral utterances are an expression of personal attitudes and emotions but there are neither right nor wrong. Objectivism explains moral principles that are right or wrong for everyone. 
1. Moral infallibility explains that morals are based on the values of an individual which can never be explained as either right or wrong, subjective objectivism supports this by explaining that personal approval determines what is right or wrong.  
1. Disagreements are possible with moral subjectivism as individuals can argue based on what they think is right or wrong which may not be approved by other people leading to disagreements.
1. Cultural relativism explains that an action is right or wrong based on the approval of one’s culture. This argument may not be sound as some cultures may approve some action may be harmful such as killing infants at birth. 
1. Cultures do not determine what is right or wrong as some cultures may approve some actions due to lack of information on their effects such as practicing FGM.
1. People with different cultures can disagree on different moral judgments as some cultures may approve of some morals which are not approved in the other. However, some moral principles may be fundamental in different cultures which need to be embraced such as respecting elders. 
1. Cultural relativism drives individuals towards agreeing with what one’s culture approves and disagreeing with the actions of other cultures. This can lead to intolerance of some actions practiced by other cultures. People are likely to only tolerate the actions approved by their own culture. 
1. Cultural relativism explains that social reformers are morally wrong as their actions are against an agreed way of doing things in society. Cultural relativism explains that an action is morally right if a culture approves it. 
1. The emotivist view of moral disagreements is that they emanate from the expression of personal feelings which are neither true nor false but based on one's emotions. 
1. Emotivism explains that reasons do not apply in a moral discourse as morals are explained purely based on individual emotions or feelings. 

B. Answer Discussion Questions 2, 4, 6, and 9 for Chapter 2.
2.   Subjective relativism explains that personal approval of their actions deems them right. This means that the actions of a serial killer can be justified through subjective relativism.  However, from an objectivist perspective, the murders committed by a serial killer may not be justified as committing murders is not a part of the generally accepted principles for everyone. 
4. Cultural relativism explains that actions are either right or wrong based on the approval disapproval of one’s culture. This means that one culture may approve some actions which may be disapproved by the other. This means that although the actions of Hitler in murdering the Jews may be justified by the Germans, they may not be morally right as they may be disapproved by other cultures that do not approve of murder. This means the actions are morally wrong as they are not generally accepted. 
1. Cultural relativism may not be true always as some cultures may approve of some actions which may be against human rights such as Female genital mutilation (FGM). 
9. Using the word bad to explain the suffering of an animal is based on one's emotions and feelings. This means that the action can be morally wrong if an individual does not approve of it. 


C. Read the argument for cultural moral relativism on the top of page 24. See the numbered sentences. It has two reasons (numbers 1 and 2), and one conclusion (number 3). Evaluate the soundness of this argument (see pp. 23-28 for an analysis of the argument). After you take into consideration the critical analysis of this argument given in the textbook, do you think it is a good argument that establishes the truth of the conclusion? Explain why or why not. 
The conclusion explains that although different cultures may approve of different actions due to the diversity of cultures, the actions may not be objectively right. This argument is true as some cultures are likely to approve some actions such as female circumcision due to a lack of knowledge on the effects of these actions on the victims. 
D. Read the "Critical Thought" box on page 24, regarding female circumcision. Please answer the questions in the last paragraph.
FGM is not morally permissible. From an objective morality point of view, actions that can harm other individuals or cause pain are not a part of the universally accepted principles. 
E. Are you a moral relativist? Why or why not?
I do not consider myself a moral relativist as I like making decisions not based on my emotions. Emotions can limit one’s ability to reason with others which can lead to decisions that are harmful to others. 

